
The third edition of the ‘Why Hong Kong’ webinar series – ‘Why Use Hong Kong Law’ will provide major highlights of the
substantive law of Hong Kong, presenting an in-depth and well-rounded analysis on the distinctive advantages of using Hong 
Kong law from different perspectives. Top-tier practitioners will be drawing on their solid experience to shed light upon the 
unique strengths of Hong Kong law in a broad spectrum of important areas ranging from litigation and restructuring to 
intellectual property, maritime and construction. Speakers will also bring to the fore unique aspects of Hong Kong law that
provides unparalleled promising opportunities for worldwide companies and investors.

Renowned for its solid yet transparent legal regime with an infinite number of business opportunities and exceptional dispute 
resolution service providers, Hong Kong shall remain a leading international business and dispute resolution hub for years 
to come.

Enquiries
events@aail.org 

FREE REGISTRATION
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_FTNJ2Oc1Sv2eSYQvj9oi8g

For further details, please visit event website
https://aail.org/2021-why-use-hk-law/

31 MAY 2021
16:00 - 19:00 (GMT+8)
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TIME (GMT+8) PROGRAMME

16:00–16:05

Welcome Remarks

•  Ms Teresa Cheng  GBS SC JP
    Secretary for Justice, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of China

Keynote Speech

16:05–16:25

16:25–17:10

Panel I: Litigation and Insolvency Law in Hong Kong

Panel II: Unique Aspects of Hong Kong Law

17:10–17:55

17:55–18:40

Panel III: Strengths and Challenges of Hong Kong Law for Companies

18:40–19:00 •   Mr Justin D’Agostino
    CEO, Herbert Smith Freehills

Convenor
•   Mr Ludwig Ng
    Founder and Senior Partner, ONC Lawyers

Panellists  (Listed in alphabetical order)

•   Mr Look-chan Ho 
    Barrister, Des Voeux Chambers

•   Mr Jason Karas 
    Principal and Founder (Hong Kong), Lipman Karas

•   Ms Melissa Pang  BBS MH JP 
    President, The Law Society of Hong Kong

Q & A

Convenor
•   Dr Anthony Neoh  QC SC JP
     Chairman, Asian Academy of International Law

Panellists  (Listed in alphabetical order)

•   Ms Charmaine Koo   
     Partner, Deacons

•   Mr Edward Liu    
     Partner, Hill Dickinson LLP

•   Mr Paul Starr     
     Partner, Practice Leader of Hong Kong Dispute Resolution/Infrastructure, 
     and Joint Coordinator of International Arbitration Team, King & Wood Mallesons

Q & A

•  The Honourable Mr Justice Jeremy Poon
    Chief Judge of the High Court, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of the People's Republic 
    of China

Conclusion

Convenor
•   Mr C. M. Chan
     Head of the Centre for the Rule of Law, Hong Kong Policy Research Institute

Panellists  (Listed in alphabetical order)

•   Ms Joelle Lau  
     Partner-in-Charge (Hong Kong), Jones Day

•   Mr Andrew Weir  MBE JP    
     Senior Partner (Hong Kong) and Vice Chairman (China), KPMG

•   Dr William Wong  SC JP 
     Former Non-Executive Director, Securities and Futures Commission

Q & A



SPEAKERS

Ms CHENG, Teresa  GBS SC JP
Secretary for Justice
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of China

Ms Teresa Cheng, SC, is the Secretary for Justice of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of China. 
Prior to her appointment as the Secretary for Justice, Ms Cheng was a Senior Counsel in private practice, a chartered engineer, a 
chartered arbitrator, and an accredited mediator. She was frequently engaged as arbitrator or counsel in complex international 
commercial or investment disputes. Ms Cheng was one of the founders and Chairman of the Asian Academy of International Law. 
Apart from being a Past Chairperson of the Hong Kong International Arbitration Centre, Ms Cheng is also a Past Vice President of the 
International Council of Commercial Arbitration and a Past Vice President of the ICC (International Chamber of Commerce) International 
Court of Arbitration. In 2008, she became the first Asian woman elected through a global election as President of the Chartered 
Institute of Arbitrators. She served as Deputy Judge/Recorder in the Court of First Instance of the High Court of Hong Kong from 2011 
to 2017. She is a member of the International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes Panel of Arbitrators, and was a member 
of the World Bank’s Sanctions Board. Ms Cheng is a Fellow of King’s College in London, and was the Course Director of the International 
Arbitration and Dispute Settlement Course at the Law School of Tsinghua University in Beijing.

(Listed in alphabetical order)

Mr CHAN, C. M. 
Head of the Centre for the Rule of Law
Hong Kong Policy Research Institute

Mr Chan is qualified to practise as a solicitor in Hong Kong and England and Wales. He is also a Civil Celebrant, Registered Financial 
Planner, and Chartered Tax Advisor. Mr Chan holds an LL.M. degree from London School of Economics and Political Science, an MBA 
degree from the University of Oxford, and an MPA degree from the Harvard University. Mr Chan was elected Vice-President of The Law 
Society of Hong Kong in 2018 and re-elected in 2019 and 2020. Apart from being the LAWASIA Executive Committee Member and 
Alternate Country Councillor at present, he was also an officer of the International Bar Association Corporate Social Responsibility 
Committee (2007–2012). Mr Chan serves on a number of Hong Kong statutory bodies, including the Board of Review (Inland Revenue) 
(2013–2018), the Committee on Provision of Space in the Legal Hub, and the Hong Kong Institute of Chartered Accountant Disciplinary 
Panel. He is also an external examiner of the Department of Professional Legal Education of The University of Hong Kong. Mr Chan is 
a Hong Kong private client lawyer and also practices general commercial law. Mr Chan has extensive experience in advising high 
net-worth clients and multinational corporations, including Fortune 500 companies, in relation to their asset/wealth management, 
tax and trust, succession, and compliance matters. He spent more than 10 years as an in-house legal adviser of different Family 
Offices for Hong Kong’s prominent families. Mr Chan is currently the General Counsel of an investment company and a consultant of
a Hong Kong law firm.

The Honourable Mr Justice POON, Jeremy 
Chief Judge of the High Court
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of China

The Honourable Mr Justice Jeremy Poon is the Chief Judge of the High Court of Hong Kong and President of the Court of Appeal of
Hong Kong. Since 2018, he has served as President of the Scout Council of the Scout Association of Hong Kong. Mr Justice Poon was 
called to the Hong Kong Bar in 1986. Mr Justice Poon was in private practice before joining the Judiciary as Magistrate in 1993. He was 
appointed Deputy Registrar, High Court in 1999 and Judge of the Court of First Instance of the High Court in 2006. He was appointed 
Justice of Appeal of the Court of Appeal of the High Court in 2015. Between 2011 and 2015, Mr Justice Poon was the Civil Listing Judge 
and the Judge in charge of the Probate List, the Family Law List, and the Mental Health List in the Court of First Instance. In the Court 
of Appeal, Mr Justice Poon hears civil, criminal, and public law appeals. Mr Justice Poon was educated in Hong Kong and in the UK. 
He obtained a Bachelor of Laws degree and a Postgraduate Certificate in Laws both from The University of Hong Kong in 1985 and 1986 
respectively. He further acquired a Master of Laws degree from University of London in 1987.

Mr D’AGOSTINO, Justin 
CEO
Herbert Smith Freehills

Justin D’Agostino is Herbert Smith Freehills’ global CEO, leading a 6,000-person global legal advisory business. During a 21-year career 
with the firm, Justin has overseen the growth of successful businesses including its market-leading Disputes practice and rapid 
expansion in Asia. A thought leader and skilled practitioner in dispute resolution, Justin also works closely with the firm’s largest clients, 
both in his personal practice role and as a regional and global business leader. He is an alternate member for Hong Kong of the ICC 
(International Chamber of Commerce) Court of Arbitration and a Member of the ICC’s Governing Body on Dispute Resolution Services. 
He also serves as a member of the Hong Kong Department of Justice’s Committee for Promotion of Arbitration. Justin is admitted as
a solicitor in Hong Kong and a solicitor advocate in England and Wales.



Ms LAU, Joelle
Partner-in-Charge (Hong Kong)
Jones Day

Joelle has nearly 20 years of experience including taking a lead advisory role in some of the most significant listings on the Hong Kong 
Stock Exchange. She had advised clients across a range of corporate finance, fund formation, private equity, and M&A (mergers and 
acquisitions) transactions. Joelle’s extensive experience in Hong Kong Stock Exchange listings includes advising the underwriters on 
the listings of Luzhou Bank Co., Ltd., YCIH Green High-Performance Concrete Company Limited, China Zheshang Bank, Precision 
Tsugami (China) Corporation Limited, and Hanhua Financial Holdings Limited as well as advising the issuers on the listings of Evergreen 
Products Group Limited and Tsaker Chemical Group Limited. Prior to joining Jones Day, she advised the international underwriters on 
the IPO (initial public offering) of USD 22.1 billion of the Agricultural Bank of China, which remains one of the largest IPOs to date. 
Furthermore, Joelle advises on ongoing compliance matters for numerous listed issuers based in China. She also assists various 
private funds, corporate groups, State-owned enterprises, and private companies in their day-to-day legal and compliance matters. 
Joelle has practiced in New York, Hong Kong, and Singapore, and her private equity and private M&A experience spans these three 
jurisdictions. She assists investment funds in their formation and downstream investment work (including private investments in 
public equity). Joelle also advises AGIC Capital in their fund raisings and their investments in Italy, Germany, and the US. Joelle also 
acts for offerors and financial advisors in public M&A transactions in Hong Kong.

Ms KOO, Charmaine
Partner
Deacons

Charmaine Koo is the Co-Head of Deacons’ Intellectual Property (IP) Department and the Head of IP Litigation and Enforcement, 
Commercial IP and Entertainment and Media Practice Groups. Charmaine is admitted as a solicitor in Hong Kong, Canada, and England 
and Wales. She has a B.Sc. in biology from the University of Toronto, an LL.B. from the Queen’s University, an LL.M. from the University 
of Cambridge and a Graduate Diploma in IP Law and Practice from the University of Bristol. Charmaine’s practice covers all aspects of IP 
work including anti-counterfeiting strategies and enforcement of IP rights. She advises on complex IP enforcement advice, litigation 
and arbitration, and has won a number of high-profile court cases resulting in ground-breaking decisions in the Hong Kong IP field. 
Charmaine represents many of the world’s leading brands, advertising agencies, entertainment businesses, internet service providers, 
and content providers in relation to a wide range of innovative IP or internet issues. Charmaine has been recognised as a leading lawyer 
by some of the most reputable global legal directories such as Chambers and Partners, The Legal 500, and World Trademark Review 
1000, among others.

Mr HO, Look-chan  
Barrister
Des Voeux Chambers

Look specialises in corporate insolvency and restructuring with a particular emphasis on cross-border matters. He is internationally 
well-known for his high level of legal expertise and frequently advises on transactions involving novel and complex legal issues. He often 
works on prominent and precedent-setting cases. Prior to joining the Bar, he practised for more than 15 years as a solicitor in London 
and Hong Kong at Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer and was the Asia head of restructuring and insolvency. Look has published 
extensively on insolvency matters and his publications are widely cited internationally, including with approval by the Hong Kong High 
Court, UK Supreme Court, English Court of Appeal, English High Court, US Bankruptcy Court, Singapore Court of Appeal, Singapore High 
Court, Australia Federal Court, New Zealand High Court, and Isle of Man High Court. He is the only barrister in Hong Kong listed in Who’s 
Who Legal: Restructuring & Insolvency.

Mr KARAS, Jason  
Principal and Founder (Hong Kong)
Lipman Karas

Jason is a leading international corporate litigator and advocate, renowned for his tenacity and stamina. He has an outstanding 
track record in the investigation, litigation and resolution of complex commercial, financial, and insolvency disputes, involving some 
of the most sophisticated global corporations. Jason practices principally in professional negligence in financial and commercial 
matters, company law, and cross-border insolvency throughout the Asia-Pacific region and internationally, with particular expertise 
in multi-jurisdictional investigations and litigation arising out of major corporate collapses. Highly respected for his commercial acumen, 
creativity, and tenacity, Jason has had lead roles in relation to some of the largest and most complex insolvency proceedings 
globally. He has solid expertise litigating large-scale claims involving professional advisers, shareholder remedies, governance and 
regulatory disputes, and the identification and tracing of stolen assets. Jason also has an impressive record in obtaining urgent 
injunctions and asset freezing orders and litigating commercial cases to early trial and in the appellate courts. 



Dr NEOH, Anthony  QC SC JP 
Chairman
Asian Academy of International Law

Dr Anthony Neoh is a senior member of the Hong Kong Bar specialising in international litigation, arbitration and financial regulatory 
matters. In 1979, he commenced practice at the Hong Kong Bar after serving for 13 years in the Hong Kong Civil Service. From 1991 to 
1994, he was a member of the Hong Kong Stock Exchange Council and its Listing Committee, and chaired its Disciplinary Committee 
and Debt Securities Group, and was Co-Chairman of the Legal Committee of the Hong Kong and China Listing Working Group. He was 
the chief architect of the legal structure for the listing of Chinese enterprises in Hong Kong. He is former Chairman of the Hong Kong 
Securities and Futures Commission from 1995 to 1998; during this time, he was the first Asian to be elected Chairman of the Technical 
Committee of the International Organization of Securities Commissions. From 1999 to 2004, he was Chief Advisor of the China Securities 
Regulatory Commission, at the personal invitation of former Premier Zhu Rongji. On 1 June 2018, Dr Neoh was appointed as Chairman of 
the Hong Kong Independent Police Complaints Council to serve a term of two years. He was the Convenor of the Hong Kong Monetary 
Authority (HKMA) Expert Group on the Finance Academy and now serves as Member of the HKMA Preparatory Committee for the Finance 
Academy. He is also the Co-Chairman of 2018 B20 Financing Growth and Infrastructure Task Force, and Co-Chairman of The China 
Securitization Forum.

Mr NG, Ludwig 
Founder and Senior Partner
ONC Lawyers

Ludwig Ng practises mainly in the field of civil and commercial dispute resolution. Amongst his various public services, Ludwig is an 
examiner of the Overseas Lawyers Qualification Examination, Executive Committee Member of the Restructuring and Insolvency Faculty 
of the HKICPA (Hong Kong Institute of Certified Public Accountants), Member of the Law Society Insolvency Law Committee, 
and Examiner for Higher Rights of Audience Assessment. Ludwig is a regular speaker for the Hong Kong Academy of Law and other 
professional bodies. On publication, he is an editor and contributor to the books Reforming Law Reform (Hong Kong University Press), 
Hong Kong Corporate Insolvency Manual and A Practical Guide to Resolving Shareholder Disputes (LexisNexis). Ludwig is selected as a 
distinguished practitioner lawyer by asialaw Profiles and highly recommended lawyer by Chambers Asia in the fields of insolvency 
and restructuring and dispute resolution.

Ms PANG, Melissa  BBS MH JP
President
The Law Society of Hong Kong 

Ms Melissa Pang was elected the first female President of The Law Society of Hong Kong in 2018 and re-elected in 2019 and 2020. 
Ms Pang currently serves as Chairperson of Standing Committee on Policy and Resources and Pro Bono and Community Work 
Recognition Committee, and Member of Mediation Committee. She was the Founding Chairperson of International Legal Affairs 
Committee and Pro Bono Committee. Ms Pang is qualified to practise as a solicitor in Australia, England and Wales, and Hong Kong. 
She is a Notary Public, Civil Celebrant, accredited mediator, Council Member of the Hong Kong Mediation Accreditation Association 
Limited, associate member of the Hong Kong Institute of Arbitrators, and China Appointed Attesting Officer. Also, Ms Pang is the 
President-Elect of LAWASIA and Council Member of Commonwealth Lawyers Association. Ms Pang is the Chairman of the Family 
Council and the Hong Kong Press Council, and the Vice-Chairman of Agency for Volunteer Service. She is also the member of Operations 
Review Committee of the ICAC (Independent Commission Against Corruption), Hong Kong Housing Authority, and the Women’s 
Commission. With her devotion to public service, Ms Pang was awarded by the Hong Kong SAR Government the Medal of Honour in 
2006, Justice of the Peace in 2010, and the Bronze Bauhinia Star in 2020.

Mr LIU, Edward
Partner
Hill Dickinson LLP

Edward is qualified as a solicitor in England and Wales as well as a lawyer in China. His main area of practice involves commercial and 
shipping litigation and arbitration. He is extensively experienced in advising and handling international commercial disputes, covering 
areas such as sale of goods/trade and commodities, energy and offshore projects, shareholder and equity-related disputes, 
international investment (particularly connected with Belt & Road projects), commercial fraud, regulatory investigations and 
compliance, worldwide enforcement of judgments and arbitration awards, etc. Edward is a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of 
Arbitrators (CIArb), a listed arbitrator of the Hong Kong International Arbitration Centre (HKIAC), an arbitrator and mediator of eBRAM, 
a supporting member of the London Maritime Arbitrators Association (LMAA), and a member of the Hong Kong Maritime Arbitration 
Group (HKMAG). Since 2018, Edward has started to accept appointments as arbitrator and was appointed as arbitrator by HKIAC
(including as a sole arbitrator)  on many occasions. He has served as a member of several advisory bodies of the Hong Kong 
Government, including the Advisory Committee on Promotion of Arbitration, Steering Committee on Mediation, Aviation Development 
and Three-Runway System AdvisoryCommittee, Hong Kong Maritime and Port Board, Appeal Panel (Housing), and as an adjudicator 
of the Registration of Persons Tribunal.



Mr STARR, Paul
Partner, Practice Leader of Hong Kong Dispute Resolution/Infrastructure, 
and Joint Coordinator of International Arbitration Team
King & Wood Mallesons

Paul Starr is asialaw’s Hong Kong Disputes Star of the Year and Joint Coordinator of King & Wood Mallesons’ worldwide arbitration
practice. Paul is Practice Team Leader in Hong Kong for Construction and Dispute Resolution. An honours graduate in law from
Peterhouse, the University of Cambridge, UK, Paul won a scholarship and the University’s prestigious Squire Law Prize. The Chambers
Asia-Pacific 2021 states that ‘Paul Starr is widely acknowledged as the leading dispute resolution practitioner in Hong Kong, China and
the Pacific region’. The Global Arbitration Review describes Paul as ‘simply the best lawyer for dispute resolution in construction 
and industrials in the East Asia and Pacific region’. The Legal 500 Asia-Pacific singles Paul out as ‘an excellent strategist’. Paul serves 
as member of the Advisory Board of the Asian Academy of International Law, the Hong Kong Red Cross, and the professional services 
committee of Hong Kong Trade Development Council. 

Mr WEIR, Andrew  MBE JP
Senior Partner (Hong Kong) and Vice Chairman (China) 
KPMG

Andrew is Regional Senior Partner of KPMG in Hong Kong and Vice Chairman of KPMG China. He has over 30 years' experience servicing 
listed companies, public bodies, investment funds and multinational corporations in Hong Kong, China, Asia and internationally. He has 
a keen interest in corporate governance, board leadership and business in the community and leads the quarterly KPMG Independent 
Non-Executive Directors Forum. Andrew was appointed by the HKSAR Government as a council member of the Hong Kong Trade 
Development Council (HKTDC) and to sit on the Greater Bay Belt and Road Committee and chair the Global Belt and Road Forum. 
Andrew was appointed by the HKSAR Government as a director of the Financial Services Development Council (FSDC) and chairs its 
Governance Committee and sits on the FSDC Policy Research Committee. He previously chaired the Listing Committee of the Hong 
Kong Stock Exchange and sits on the advisory panels of the Securities Institute, Hong Kong Investor Relations Association and Institute 
of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales (ICAEW).  Andrew is Chairman of Pacific Basin Economic Council and Plan International 
and Deputy Chairman of United Nations ESCAP (The Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific) on Financial Services. 
He is a director of Asia Pacific Real Estate Association, ANREV (Asian Association for Investors in Non-Listed Real Estate Vehicles) 
and Community Business. He was previously Chairman of the British Chamber of Commerce in Hong Kong and of Community Business 
Leadership Council as well as a member of the International Business Council. Andrew was made an MBE in the Queen’s Birthday 
Honours List 2017 for his contribution to trade and investment links between Hong Kong, China and the UK and was awarded Director 
of the Year by the Institute of Directors for his services to the NGO sector. He is a Justice of the Peace. 

Dr WONG, William  SC JP
Former Non-Executive Director
Securities and Futures Commission

Dr Wong has been in practice in Hong Kong since 1998. In 2010, he was also called to the Bar of the British Virgin Islands. In 2013, 
Dr Wong was appointed as a Senior Counsel in Hong Kong. He is also presently a Non-Executive Director of the Securities and Futures
Committee and one of the Vice Chairmen of the Board of Review of the Inland Revenue. Dr Wong’s practice covers a wide spectrum of 
contentious commercial litigation. He has a special focus and substantial experience in the areas of company, insolvency, and securities 
law. He frequently represents clients in contentious shareholders and/or investors disputes and disputes in liquidation. He is the first 
Hong Kong barrister to be admit on ad hoc basis in the Bermudian courts to conduct trials and appeals. He is experienced in offshore 
litigation. He also acted as an expert witness on Hong Kong company law in China and in international arbitration. Furthermore, Dr Wong 
sits as an arbitrator in a substantial volume of international commercial arbitration. On non-contentious work, Dr Wong specialises in 
corporate restructuring and capital reduction. He was involved in the capital reduction of CLP, Guangdong Investment, and Hong Kong 
Construction. He was also involved in the Wheelock Holding Company privatisation, PCCW privatisation, the Denway Motors 
privatisation, the Stone Group privatisation, the Sunlife Insurance Transfer Scheme, and the 3D Gold Scheme. Academically, Dr Wong 
graduated from the Business Faculty of The Chinese University of Hong Kong in 1994 as the Rhodes Scholar of the year. In 1996, 
he obtained his degree in Jurisprudence from Wadham College, University of Oxford. He also obtained his LL.M. degree from Peking 
University in 2004 and was awarded the Doctoral Degree by Peking University in 2012. 


